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like Paris, Berlin or Vienna and a city like New York is almost
like that between the Taj Mahal in Agra and any cement con-
crete factory building in Bombay.
In this respect again, this new industrial civilisation in-
volves a definite lowering in man's standard of life. Speed,
mechanical efficiency, accumulation of wealth, and a multipli-
city of goods have certainly been achieved in this New World.
But at what cost? They appear to have brought with them
standardisation of men's thoughts, a loosening of moral ties,
and a lack of aesthetic creation, in short a deadening of much
of what makes for the development of human personality.
BELIEVING TEAIT3 IN AMERICAN CHARACTER
"While this seems to be the evil tendency inherent in in-
dustrialisation wherever it is found, it must be said in fairness
to the average American that he is today youthful enough and
energetic enough to resist some of these evils and to rise above
them. Nations like individuals come into existence, grow up?
achieve results and decay. America is still very young. She
was born but yesterday. She cannot be blamed if in her youth-
fulness she is interested primarily in the outer environment,
conquering space and time, inventing big machines, manufac-
turing a multitude of goods and getting rich quick. Worldly
success is what she admires, even if in the process there is a
lapse from moral codes and laws. For, for a pioneering people
success means opening up the country,, and to strive for success
is a patriotic duty and wins popular esteem. In spite of indus-
trialisation therefore the people still retain a certain amount of
initiative and drive which are required for achieving success.
They bother little about custom. A clergyman in New York
City will not hesitate to preach in his shirt-sleeve from a pulpit
*when the weather is hot, whereas an Englishman in the swelter-
ing heat of India will insist on donning an uncomfortably warm
dinner jaeket before he will attend a formal dinner. To us of
the Old World used to such form and,ceremony the American
is apt to appear at times crude and "unsophisticated. But he
has a definite advantage over us. Caring little about custom
he is able to bring a fresh and open mind to bear upon a pro-
blem and to solve it in the most effective manner possible.
He is not ashamed of manual work; on the dther hand he is
proud of doing things for himself.   For pioneers in a new